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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE FIRST JUDICIAi DISTRICT

OF HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPP]

1 APPEARANCES:
2

3 RepresentingthePlaintiffs:
4 FLEMING & ASSOCIATES, LLP

Attomeys at Law
5 1330 Post Oak Boulevard - Suite 3030

Houston, Texas 77056
6

BY: RANDP.NOLEN

Representing the Defendant - Union Tank Car
Company:

TAYLO& PORTE& BROOKS & PHILUPS
Attomeys at Law
45 I Florida Street
Post Office Box2471
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70821

BY: JOHN P. MURRILL
15
16
L7
18
1 9 Also present:
20 Jonathan Verdin
2L
22
23

Reported by:
24

Canie H. Landry
25 CertifiedCourtReporter(No.87137)
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Deposition of JERRY I{IISON STRINGER,
taken on Tuesday, Decenber 4, 2AA'7, comencing at
or about 9:15 a.m., at the LaQuinta Inn & Suites,
Conference Room, 200 Pinnacle Parkway, Covington,
Loulsiana 70433.
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.1 STIPULATION
) 2 It is stipulated and agreed by and

, 3 between Counselthatthe deposition of
: 4 JERRY WILSON STRINGER is hereby being taken
5 pursuant to Notice under the Federal Rules of

: 6 Civil Procedure for all purposes permitted under
: 7 the law.

8

: 9 The formalities of sealing and

.1 
0 certification are hereby waived. The witness

.1 
1 reseryes the right to read and sign the

iLz transcript. The party responsible for service of
.1 
3 t}te discovery material shall retain the original.

tt4
.1 5 All objections axe to be made in
,L6 accordance with the Mississippi Code of Civil
:L'7 Procedure.

:1 I
,19 

* * !t * *

,20

2L Carrie H. Landry, Certified Court
22 Reporter, in and for the State of Louisian4
23 ofFrciated in administering the oath to the
2 4 witness.

25 *****
: Stratos Legal Services

8 00-9-t1,-!r21
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1 JERRY WILSON STRINGER, 1 A. Yes, sir.
2 2928 Highway 35 South, Post Office Box 918. 2 Q. Okay. Your address has not changed
3 Foxworth, Mississippi 39483, after having been . 3 since then?
4 first duly swom, testified on his oath as 4 A. No.
5 follows: 5 Q. And today who lives there with you?
6 EXAMINATION BY MR. MURRILL: 6 A. Well, my great-grandbaby and my wife.
7 Q. I can tell you, Mr. Stringer, and your 7 Q. And your wife, is that -- you're
8 attomey may have told you this already, we're ' 8 married to the same lady you were married to at
t here this moming for this deposition for a very , 9 the time of your earlier depositions?
0 limited purpose. You've already been deposed 10 A. Well, we stay at the same place, but
1 twice in this case. If my records are correct, I 11 we're not married now. We got divorced a year
2 believe you were deposed for the first time in L2 ago. December l lth a year ago.
3 January of 1997 and then you were deposed again 13 a. And, I'm sorry, I have read your prior
4 nApril of 2001, both times in this case. I4 depositions, but I can't remember - tell me her
5 So today I'm not here to plow all the 15 name, please.
6 same ground that's been gone over in those first 7 6 A. Alice.
7 two depositions. I'm here today primarily for L1 a. And does she still go by Alice
8 one reason, and that's to ask you questions about 1 8 Stringer?
9 your medical condition and how it has changed L9 A. Yes, sir.
0 since you were last deposed in April of 2001. 20 a. And you and Ms. Alice were divorced
1 lt's been six years since your 2t last year?
2 deposition, and now that we're getting ready to 22 A. December l lth, yeah.
3 go to trial, this is just an opporhrnity for us, 23 a. But you still both live in the home at
4 the defendant, to find out, has anything changed. 2 4 2928 Highway 35?
5 A. Plenty. 25 A. Well, she has a mobile home right

Stratos Legat Servlces Stratos Legal Servi-ces
800-911_-LL2't 800-971-712"7
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1 Q. So I'm not here to revisit all the : 1 behind the other one. We still try to help each
2 stuffthat was discussed with you at your first : 2 other. We're still friends and we just - we
3 two depositions, okay? 3 just more or less share the same propefty.
4 A. Okay. : 4 a I would like to ask you why you were
5 Q. That's part of the reason why I think 5 divorced from Ms. Alice?
6 we'll be out of here relatively quickly this 6 A. Well, I guess it's mostly just because
7 morning. And just so you understand, my name is 7 of medical conditions.
B John Munill. I'm from Baton Rouge. I'm an 8 a. Hers or yours?
9 attorney in Baton Rouge. I'm co-counsel for 9 A. Both, mine and hers. She has - she
0 Union Tank Car in this litigation. So that's who 10 has a blockage on her brain in the cerebral
1 I am; that's why we're here today. I don't think 11 section, which I don't know exactly when that
2 we'll be here long, and with that said, are you 12 occured, but it's been since the depo - you
3 ready to start? 13 know, last deposition. And then my medical
4 A. I am ready any time you are. L 4 condition has gotten severity worse, too.
5 Q. okay, good. I understand thal you 15 a Is Ms. Alice a -- do you know if
6 currently live at2928 Highway 35? a6 Ms. Alice is a plaintiffin this Gaylord'7 A. That's right. 1,1 litigation?
I Q. And that's in Foxworth, Mississippi? 18 A. yes.
9 A. Yes, sir. 19 a. Is it your belief or your opinion that
0 Q. And the zip is 39483? 20 your divorce from Ms. Alice is connected to your
1 A. Right. 2I exposure in Bogalusa 12 years ago?
2 Q. How long have you lived there? 22 A. I believe it is because she's on --
3 A. Twelve years. 23 she's been having to see a psychiatrist and
4 Q. So you were living there at the time 2 4 things like that. And she has - she has crying
5 of your last two depositions? 25 spells and things like that, and she just lost

Stratos Legal Services Stratos Legal Services
800-97I-1721 800-977-1]27
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her feelings and things like that. It's just - 1

I don't really now how to describe it. It's 2
just - 3

a. Go ahead, I'm sorry. 4

A. I just really don't know how to 5

describe it. She's just more or less like I am, 6
just here and that's all. '7

a. Tell me again, you told me she has a 8

brain problem, what's wrong? g

A. She has a blockage on her cerebral 1 0

section in her brain. And at times everything is 11
normal and at times it's not. She has a lot of 1,2

forgetfulness. And she'll do something and 13
she'll forget within a few minutes, and at times 74
she will be okay for a while. l- 5

a. Andtheproblemswiththecrying L6
spells, the forgetfulness, do you know whether L1
any ofher doctors that are -- first let me ask 1 8

you this: What doctors were or are treating your 19
wife for the cerebral blockage? 20

MR. NOLEN: 2L
Ex-wife. 22

MR. MURRILL: 23
Ex-wife, excuse me. 24

TFIE MTNESS: 25
Stratos Lega1 Services

8OO-971,-IL27
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treating you for your symptoms.. The last 12
years it's always been the case.

a. Do you -- I'm sorry, I didn't mean to
intemrpt.

A. In the last 12years that's always
been the case, anytime we mention it, some of
them didn't even want to treat you. And if they
did, they'd tell you quick they're not treating
you for that, they're teating you for your
symptoms. Now why, I can't answei that.

a. I understand there's been a lot of
doctors over the last 12 years. Do you
specifically remember discussing the chemical
release with your wife's doctor in Hattiesburg?

A. Yes. But, now --

a. Do you know whether that doctor, the
lady doctor in Hattiesburg, has ever - has she
ever told you that your wife's cerebral blockage
might be related to her chemical exposure?

A. She didn't say, to the best of my
knowledge.

a. Okay. And I asked the question, did
the doctor ever tell you. Let he me ask a
broader question. Do you know ifthat doctor has
ever told your wife that there might be a

Stratos Legal Servi-ces
8 0 0- 97 L-rL21
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I can't remember her name.
EXAMINATION BY MR. MURNLL;

a. It's a lady doctor?
A. It's a lady doctor. But at the

present time she's just on the medication and she
hadn't seen her lately. But I dont remember
what the last date she's seen her.

a. Where's the doctor located? Columbia?
A. In Hattiesburg.

a. And is it this lady doctor in
Hattiesburg that prescribes your ex-wife's
medication?

A. Yes, sir.

a. Do you know what kind of medication it
is?

A. Lexapro is one.

a. Have you ever - did you ever go with
yow wife to see this doctor in Hattiesburg?

A. Yeah.

a. Did your wife or you ever discuss with
this lady doctor in Hattiesburg your wife's
chemical exposure in Bogalusa?

A. I believe it was mentioned. But any
doctor that you mention it to, they'll tell you
they're not treating you for that, they're

Stratos Legal Services
800-97 7-LI21
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connection between her cerebral blockage and the
chemical exposure?

A. I don't think they know what caused
it.

a. When did these problems that your
ex-wife has had, when did they begin?

A. Oh, she's been having -- well, she

didn't know what this was and how long it's been
there, but it's been since the exposure. I think
it's been about four, five years since she's had
it, since they found it.

a. So the crying spells, the
forgetfulness, that began - to your observation
that began four or five years ago?

A. No, she's had that since, oh, I guess
seven, eight years €o at least. And I can't
even tell you exactly how many years she's been
seeing that doctor, but it's been a while. She

has not seen her recently.

a. Has your wife seen that doctor in
Hattiesburg a lot? Has there been a lot of
doctor visits over the years?

A. Quite a few.

a. Okay. Is the -- she's a lady doctor;
is she white or black?

Stratos Legal Services
800-911-L1,2'7
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1 A. She's black, but she's good. She's a : 1 Q. Marion?
2 good doctor. She specializes in what she do. : 2 A. Yeah, but it's in Columbia is where we
3 Q. Does the doctor that your wife sees, , 3 got the divorce.
4 does she go to -- your ex-wife, excuse me -- does 4 Q. Is Columbia in Marion County?
5 she go to a hospital to see her or to a clinic? 5 A. Yes.
6 A. No, she has her own office. . 6 a. Was this a contested divorce?
7 Q. Does your ex-wife have any sigrificant 1 A. No.
8 medical conditions other than that cerebral 8 Q. Or did you go in together and -
9 blockage? , 9 A. We went in together, noncontested.
0 A. Yes. She has high blood pressure, she 10 a. Does your wife smoke?

t has degenerative bone disease, and she has ear 1 1 A. No, never has.

2 problems. And she has eye - she just had eye 1-2 a Never smoked in her life, to your
3 surgery. Let me think. I could be leaving 13 knowledge?
4 something out, but - L4 A. No.
5 MR. VERDIN: l-5 a. Are you currently employed?
6 The stones she had. 16 A. No. I'm disabled.
7 THE WTNESS: 71 a. And my recollection from your earlier
8 Huh? LB depositions was that your disability was based on
9 MR. VERDIN: 1 9 either - was it your heart or your back
0 Those stone things she had. 2a condition?
1 TF{E WITNESS: 2I A. Heart, lungs, back, bones and -
2 Oh, yeah. She's had to have her 22 Q, All of those were part of the
3 gallbladder taken out. 23 application?
4 MR. NOLEN: 24 A. Yeah.
5 John, do you mind if he does that 25 a. Did any attomey help you with that

Stratos Legal Services Stratos Legal Servi-ces
800-97I-LL27 800-97L-LL21
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1 occasionally?
2 MR. MTIRRILL: 2 A. No.
3 No, I don't. 3 a. Other than your disability that you
4 MR. VERDIN: , 4 receive from Social Security, do you have any
5 I'm sorrlr, I didn't want to : s regular source of income today?
6 intemrpt. 6 A. No, not now. At one time I did have
7 MR. NOLEN: 1 -- I did do subcontract labor, but I didn't do
B That's okay. Just so you know, 8 the labor myself, I hired a guy. That has been
9 some attomeys would object to that 9 several years ago. So it wouldn't - it would
0 because you're helping the witness 10 not be since the last deposition.
1 remember stuff. In this case John's 11 a. Okay. Since the time of your last
2 not making an objection to it, but - 12 deposition in 2001, your only source of income
3 MR. MLIRRILL: 13 has been your Social Security disability?
4 Imay ask him a question down the 7 4 A. That's right, which is not a drop in
5 road where I would prefer you not to 15 the bucket what I need.
6 respond, and if I do, I'll let you 16 a. How much do you get from Social
7 know. On something like that, that's 11 Security a month?
8 fine. I appreciate your help. 18 A. It's 844, I believe.
9 TFIE MTNESS: 19 a. Today, do you still smoke cigarettes?
0 I just forgot it. 20 A. No, sir.
1 EXAMINATION BY MR. MTIRRILL: 21 Q. When was the last time you smoked a
2 Q. I urderstand. Did you and your wife 22 cigarette?
3 get the divorce there in -- what county is 23 A. Over three years ago.
4 Foxworth in? 24 a. So you quit once and for all between
5 A. It's in Marion County. 25 three and four years ago, is that fair?

Stratos Legal Services Stratos Legal Services
800-97 L-1L21 8 00-9'7t-1-1-2'7
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1 A. Yeah.
2 Q. Okay.
3 A. I mean, I have not smoked a first one
4 since.

5 Q. Good for you. When you quit, or right
6 before you quit three to four years ago, how much
7 were you smoking?
8 A. Well, I just - I just slacked off
9 and -- well, when I used to smoke regularly, I'd
0 smoke somewhere arourd a pack a day, but then I
1 slacked off to just a few a day, and then I just
2 quit cold turkey. That's the only way I could
3 just quit completely, just don't smoke one.

4 Q. And you haven't had one at all in the
5 last three to four years?

5 A. Not the frst one.

7 Q. I'm sorry, you may have answered this
8 already. Does anyone live with you at 29 - I
9 understand your wife lives in a trailer - or
0 your ex-wife lives in a trailer on the same

1 property, and you said your great-grandbaby also
2 lives there with you?
3 A. Yeah.
4 Q. Anyone else that lives there with you?
5 A. Well, my grandson is staying there at

Stratos Legal Services
800-971_-Lr2'7
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a. But a court has givenyou andyour
ex-wife custody of the great-grandchild?

A. Yeah. She had got into a little bit
of trouble and - and we couldn't -- we couldn't
seek medical attention for the child without
consent, without custody, and that's why we got
custody ofthe child.

a. And what's the great-grandchild's

name?
A. Amber Hemphill.

a. And Amber is six?
A. Yes, sir.

a. Is she in the fint grade?

A. Yes, sir.

a. Is she in good health?
A. Well, she - she has a little touch of

asthma and she as had her tonsils removed and
teeth out, but other than that, she's in good
health as far as we know.

a. Did Amber's mother get in trouble with
law, is that what precipitated you getting
custody?

A. Well, yeah, in a way. She kind of got
set up. A friend of hers kind of got her mixed
up into it and the attorney convinced her to

Stratos Legal Services
800-97t-Lt21
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the present time, but it's not permanent. He's 1

just visiting. 2

a. And is it his son that's your 3

great-grandchild livingthere? 4

A. No, it's my granddaughter. 5

a. And how old is that child, the 6

great-grandchild? : J
A. Six. She'll be seven in February. 8

But, now, we have custody of the child and the 9

child does not know that we are divorced. 1 0

a. Okay. 11
A. Because when she -- sometimes we stay L2

in the same -- sometimes we sleep in the same 13
trailer. She's at one end and I'm at the other. L4

We don't stay together, but the child does not 15
know. L6

a. And has a court awarded you and your 11
ex-wife custody of your grandchild? 18

A. Yes. L9

a. And your -- excuse me, your 20
great-grandchild. Where is the mother of the 2I
child? 22

A. She lives in the back. 23

a. She lives there on the properfy? 2 4

A. On the properfy, yeah. 25
Stratos Legal Services
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plead guilty, and then itjust backfired on her.

a. How is Amber's mother's health?
A. Well, she has - she has some

breathing problems also, but other than that, I
guess it's okay.

a. Does your family have a history of
asthma?

A. Well, she's my step.

a. She's your step-granddaughter?
A. Yes, step-granddaughter. She's not --

but as far as history of breathing problems, no,
sir, we don't.

a. Mr. Stringer, I'm going to showyou a
document. I've marked it as Stringer Exhibit
No. 1. These are some answers. These are some
discovery responses that I received from
Mr. Nolen your attomey, maybe a month ago.

MR. MURRILL:
I've got a copy. Do you have a

copy?
MR. NOLEN:

Yeah, I've got a copy.
EXAMINATION BY MR. MURRILL:

a. A month or two ago. We, Union Tank
Car, sent some interrogatories to your attomey

Stratos Legal Servj-ces
800-971-L727
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1 to be answeredjust to help update us on what 1

2 yortr current status was. And this document that 2

3 I've just showed you, Stringer No. 1 are the 3

4 answers that we got to the interrogatories. And 4

5 most of what I'm going to do here for the rest of 5

6 this deposition is ask you some questions about ' 6

7 some of the information contained in that 1

8 document I've just shown you. I
9 If you'll look right there on the 9

0 first page, you see where it says [nterrogatory 1 0

1 No. l? 11
2 A. Yes. 12
3 Q. Interrogatory No. I asks the question, 1 3

4 "Ifyou contend that you are currently suffering 7 4

5 from any physical injury or medical condition 15
6 related to the October 23rd, 1995 incident" - 7 6
7 then it asks for some details about the physical 1"1

8 injury or medical condition. In other words, 1 8

9 this question, lnterrogatoryNo. I is asking 19
O today, right now, do you still have any problems 20
1 that you believe were caused by the release . 2L
2 And you can see right below there at 22
3 the bottom of the page where it says "Answer," 23
4 the answer to the interrogatory said that you do '2 

4

5 stillhaveanongoingproblemtodaycausedbythe 25
Stratos Legal Services
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a. Okay. Tell me what other problems
you're having today that you believe are

associated with the chemical release?

A. Degenerative bone disease.

a. Do you * and how is that degenerative
lung disease different from there COPD?

MR. NOLEN:
He said bone disease.

EXAMINATION BY MR. MURRILL:
a. Oh, I'm sorry. I thought you said

lung disease.

A. Bone.

a. My mistake. I apologize. So the
degenerative bone disease that you have today,
you believe that is atfibuted to the chemical
release?

A. It had to be.

a. Any other conditions that you have
today that you believe are associated?

A. I believe my heart blockage is. I
have 100 percent heart blockage and then I also
have a stint on the right side. I have 100
percent blockage on the back side and a stint on
the right side. And I've lost 2 inches in my
height over that period of time. My left

Stratos Legal Services
800-97I-L12-l
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1 release, and that's COPD, chronic obstructive : f
2 pulmonary disease. 2

3 And so I guess my question to you is, 3

4 is that correct? Do you believe that today 4

5 sitting here right nowthat you are stiil 5

6 suffering from COPD that was caused or made worse , 6
"7 by the chemical release? 1

8 A. It was caused and made worse without a 8

9 doubt because shortly after I got down to where I 9

0 was -- I had 60 percent lung function without 10
1 breathing medication and - I mean. with 11
2 breathing medication; 30 percent without. Let me L2
3 see" now. Yeah, that's right. And nowwith the 13
4 breathing medication. plus more breathing :I4

5 medication, I only have 34 percent with it. 1 5

5 Q. I am going to ask you in a minute some 1 6

7 more questions about your COPD, your breathing 11
B problems. Before I do that. I want to ask you 1B
9 this question: The only physical injury or L9
0 medical condition listed here in the answer to 20
1 IntenogatoryNo. 1 is COPD. My question is, is 2I
2 Ihat correct? Is the COPD the only medical 22
3 problem that you still have today that you 23
4 believe was caused by the release? 24
5 A. No. 25

Stratos Legal Services
800-97I-1-L2'7
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shoulder is bad, my right shoulder is bad, my
knees are bad, and they said I don't have a good
joint in my back.

a. But you didn't have a good joint -
they had told you that about your back before the

chemical release ever occurred, isn't that true?

A. No. I had had a car wreck and I had a
cervical fusion, but other than that, I didn't --

a. Okay. I'm going to ask you some
questions about each one ofthese things. Do you
need another cup ofcoffee?

A. No, I still have some.

a. The COPD, the bone disease, the heart
blockage, I'm going to ask you questions about
all those. First, I've written down COPD,
degenerative bone disease, problems with your
shoulders and back and your knees, heart blockage
and the stints you've had put in and that you
lost 2 inches in height?

A And my eyes, also.

a And your eyes, okay. What's wrong
with your eyes? Your vision going bad?

A. Yeah.

a. And how old are you today?
A. Sixty-two.

Stratos Legal Services
800-9"7 L-IL2'7
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a. In other problems that you still have

today that you believe were caused by the

release?

A. Let me think. And during the change

in the weather, sometimes I have difficulties
talking because I lose my voice. And also, like
if I go from a cold - like cold weather into
warm air, I have restriction from - my bronchial
tubes restrict.

a. Your bronchial tubes?

A. Yeah, bronchial tubes or in my lungs,

one. And also, if I come from the heat into

cool, it does the same thing. And if I talk a

good bit, I get hoarse.

a. Okay. Anything else that you have

today that you believe is related?

A. I still have - I still have those

bumps come in my nose and on my head, but I guess

you would call them sores. And I also have a bad

case of psoriasis. I don't know if that - if
that's the cause of it or not. It's all in my

head. Head and arms and everywhere.

a Anything else?

A. I'm thinking. I go through so much.

a Weil, I tell you what, here's what I'm
Stratos Legal Services

800-97L-L1"2'7
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you look down there at the bottom of Exhibit I
where it says "Answer," you see where under

subheading A it says "COPD"?
A. Yeah.

a. And then right under there, under

subheading B, it says "Hattiesburg Clinic." Are
you still today or in the last six years seeing

doctors at the Hattiesburg Clinic?
A. Yes.

a. Who?

A. Dr. Steven Stogner, Dr. Thad Waites.

Steven Stogner is a pulmonary doctor and Dr. Thad

Waites is a heart doctor.

a So for your COPD, for your pulmonary

problems, is Stogrer the main doctor for your

COPD?

A. Yes, sir.

a. h the last six years, do you

schedule - have you scheduled oflice
appointments with Stogrer where you go see him in
his office?

A. Yeah.

a. And the reason I ask is I've seen

records from Forrest General Hospital, which I
believe is in Hattiesburg, where you may have had
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going to do, I'm going to ask you now some

questions about each one ofthose, and ifyou
think of something else that you left out, you
intemrpt me at any time and tell me and I'm
going to add it to my list, okay?

And also, just so that we don't plow a
lot of the same ground that's been plowed before,
you've talked about a lot of these problems in
your prior depositions. I'm only here today to
find out what's gone on with you and your
treatment, if any, of these problems in the last
six years since you were deposed in April of
2001.

So we're really here today to talk
more about curent events. And I know from
reading your prior depositions that there were a

lot ofquestions asked ofyou about these

problems. So I just want to concentrate on
what's been going on in the last six years, okay?

A. Okay. I'm on a lot more medication.

a. Okay. Im going to ask you about
those, hold that thought. I'm definitely going
to ask you about your medications in a few
minutes.

Let's talk first about your COPD. If
Stratos Legal Servj-ces
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some procedures done with Stogner. I think you
were hospitalized with pneumonia --

A. Yes.

a. -- earlier this year. And so you were
there, and I believe Stogrrer was the treating
physician.

A. Yeah.

a. But do you also have regular ofTice

visits with him?
A. Well, he sets an appointment every

time I go. He will say when he wants to see me
back, and I set another appointment.

a. When you see Dr. Stogner, do you see

him at the hospital or do you go to his office?
A. His office.

a. Is his office in a building there
that's connected to the hospital?

A. It's behind the hospital. You can go
through -- you can go a walkway across through
the hospital.

a. They're connected?
A. Yes.

a. Okay. When was the last time - to
the best ofyour recollection, how long has it
been since you've seen Dr. Stogner?
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A. Let's see, this is December, that 1

would be September. September the 4th, I , 2

believe. 3

a. So-- 4

A. Somewhere along in that neighborhood. 5

a. Roughly three months ago, two or three 6

months ago? 1

A. It might have been November. I can't , 8

-- I don't remember if it's September or 9

November. 10

a. That's fine. 11

A. Somewhere along in there. 
'I2

a. Sometime in the last few months you 13
had a regular ofiice visit -- ,I4

A. Yes. ,1 
5

a. - with Dr. Stogner? 16
And was that just a visit for him to Lj

monitor you or did you go see him because you had 1 B

some acute problem? 19
A. Well, I had some problems before that 20

and i had got - I had already had that 2L
appointment. But then I talked to him on the 22
phone, and he advised me what to do because he 23
was in emergencies at that time and I couldn't 2 4

see him. I was having difficulties breathing, 25
Stratos Legal Servj-ces
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a. And you said earlier, you told me a

few minutes ago that Stogner tells you when he

wants you to schedule a follow-up visit. About

- and again this is approximate, I understand --
but about how many times a year do you end up
seeing Dr. Stogrer?

A. It ain't but two, three times a year.

You know, unless I have some kind of
complication, and then I'll have to make another
appointment.

a. Have you ever at any time told
Dr. Stogrer that you believed you were exposed to
chemicals in Bogalusa?

A. Yeah, I told him.

a. Has Dr. Stogner ever told you that he

believes your pulmonary problems are in any way
connected to your chemical exposure?

A. He didn't directly say. But like I
told you before, you cannot get a doctor to say

that he's going to treat you for that. He says

he'l1 treat you for your symptoms.

a. And I understand that and that's what
he's doing, he's treating you for your symptoms,

correct?
A. Yeah.
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and he upped the dosage on my medication, and I : 1

was able to wait until that time. : 2

a. Now, I believe that when you were 3

deposed the last time back in 2001, stogner was 4

not one of your doctors at that time? 5

A. No. sir. 6

a So you've begun seeing Stogner since , 
'l

the time of your last deposition? 8

A. Yes. 9

a. Do you remember -- how long have you 10

been seeing him, for ayear,two or three years? 11

A. No. I've been seeing him several L2
years. But, now, just how many years, I don't 1 3

know. 14

a. That's all right. And I take it that 15
Dr. Stogner is your primary physician for your l6
COPD? 71

A. That's right. 18

a. Do you have or at any time in the last 19
six years have you regularly seen any other 20
pulmonologist besides Stogner? 2I

A. No. 22

a. And does Stogner prescribe whatever 23
medications you take for your breathing? 2 4

A. Yes. 25
Stratos Legal Services
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a. But has he ever told you that the
' symptoms he's treating you for might be connected

to the chemical release?

A. Could be. He said it could be. But,
now, what's on paper, I do not know.

a. You were hospitalized earlier this
year for pneumonia; is that correct?

A. Thafs right.

a. And the reason I know that is because
further back in Exhibit 1 - you don't have to
flip, although you can certainly look if you
want. But I've seen some medical records from
when you were hospitalized earlier this year.

And that was at Forrest General?

A. Rieht.

a. And that's in Hattiesburg?
A. Yes, sir.

a. And it looks like you spent five or
six days in the hospital?

A. Five or six, yeah. I think it was

six.

a. And Dr. Stogner was, he's the one that
came and saw you in the hospital and monitored
your progress?

A. That's right.
Stratos Legal Servi-ces
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Page 33, Page 35

1 Q. And made the decision it was okay to 1 A. Yeah, that could have been him. I do

2 discharge you? 2 remember a Dr. Green.

3 A. Yes. 3 Q. The only reason I say it. I saw some

4 Q. Have you ever in the last six years - 4 records where you were treated in the emergency

5 I know you had a heart catheterization, the 5 room for shortness ofbreath.
6 stints put in, but for your COPD, for your 6 A. Yeah.

7 breathingproblems,haveyoubeenhospitalizedat 7 Q. Butyoudidnotactuallyspendthe
B any time in the last six years other than when B night -
9 you were hospitalized for pneumonia earlier this 9 A. No.

0 year? 
,1 
0 a. - in the hospitai that time?

1 A. No. But, now, I have had nuclear 11 A. No.

2 tests because I cannot take the physical tests L2 a. They gave you some breathing

3 andlcan'ttakecertainnucleartests. They 13 treatmentsintheemergencyroom?
4 just -- on account it smothers. And they weren't L4 A. They gave me oxygen and breathing

5 -- only one test that I can take. :15 treatments, and I don't really remember what all
6 Q. Is that a test for your breathing or L6 they did.

7 for your heart? ',L1 a. The doctor that you saw in the

8 A. That's strict - what they call a 78 emergency room, maybe his name was Dr. Green, not

9 stress test for my breathing and for my heart. :1 9 sure, but have you ever seen Dr. Green in an

0 Q. For both? 20 office?
1 A. Yeah. 2t A. No.

2 Q. It's a cardio stress test? 22 a. So this doctor -
3 A. Yes, it's cardio and it's also for my ,23 A. He referred me back to Dr. Stogner.

4 lung. 2 4 a. Okay, So the doctor you saw in the

5 Q. But in the last six years, the only 25 emergency room, it was just that one time?
Stratos Legal Services Stratos Legal Services
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1 time you've actually spent the night in the 1 A. Yes. Dr. Green.
2 hospital because of your lung and breathing 2 a. okay. Has - I'm guessing that
3 problems is for the pneumonia earlier this year? 3 Dr. Stogner has, over the last few years, given
4 A. Yeah, the best I can recall. But, 4 you some pulmonary function tests?
5 now, I do know that lve had -- I went -- I had 5 A. Yeah.
6 to go to the emergency room. And I walked across 6 a. Has he ever done any other kinds of
7 the street, and by the time I got in there, I 1 breathing tests for you?
8 couldn't talk. My wife had to talk for me. And 8 A. Yeah.
9 they put me on oxygen, and it was probably half 9 a. Such as what?
0 an hour, 45 minutes before I could talk to them. 1O A. Well, they tried to do * they tried
1 Q. Was that about three years ago? Does 11 to put me on a bicycle, but they couldn't get me
2 that sound? 12 - they couldn't get me very far on that. They
3 A. Somewhere along in there. 13 had to stop.
4 Q. Because I saw some other medical I4 a. Was Stogner doing that or was Waites
5 records from March of 2004, which would be three 1 5 doing that?
6 and a halfyears ago. 76 A. No. Dr. Stogner had me to do that,
7 A. Somewhere around in there. 71 but he himself didn't do it. He had someone in
I Q. Where you went to the emergency room? 18 the office do it. But, now, who that was, I
9 A. Yes. 19 don't know.
0 Q. And that was at Forrest General, too? 20 a. Okay. So there's been the time when
1 A. Yes. 2I they wanted you to ride the bike and we know
2 Q. Do you remember the doctor's name? 22 there have been some pulmonary function tests,
3 A. No, I dont. 23 any tests that Stogrer has done for you in the
4 Q. Does the name Dr. Green mean anything 2 4 last six years?
5 to you? 25 A. He's done x-rays and -- let's see, and

Stralos Legal Services Stratos Legal Services
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Page 37

1 the breathingtest.
2 Q. Anything else that you can remember?
3 A. Just giving me medications.
4 Q. What kind - what kind of medications
5 is Dr. Stogner giving you for your breathing?
6 A. Okay. Now, I take Spiriva.
7 Q. Spiriva?
8 A. Yeah.
e Q. Okay.
0 A. I take Combivent.
1 Q. is the Combivent an inhaler?
2 A. Yeah. I take Formoterol.
3 Q. Oh, can you spell that one for me?
4 A. F-o-m-o-t-o-r-o-l (sic). And the
5 Conair (phonetic). I think that's the name of
6 it. ProAir. ProAir.
7 Q. ProAir?
8 A. Yeah.
9 Q. Okay.
0 A. ProAir.
1 Q. Is the Spiriv4 what - is that --
2 A. It's a capsule.
3 Q. It's a capsule, okay. And do you take
4 it on a daily basis?
5 A. You don't take it. You got a little

Stratos Legal Services
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a. Let me ask you some questions. If you
remember it, jump in and tell me. The Combivent
that's an inhaler?

A. Yeah.

a. Do you use it only when needed or do
you use it every day?

A. It's supposed to be four puffs a day
as needed. Four puffs at a time as needed.

a. So you use it on an as-needed basis,

and ifyou have the need, you take four puffs?

A. I'm supposed to. I got two of them in
my pocket. See, the ProAir and the Combivent.
And during awake times, I have to take breathing
treatments every four hours.

a. Hang on. I'm going to ask you about
the breathing treatments in just a second. So

the Spiriva, the Combivent, the ProAir, those are

all inhaled medications?
A. Yeah.

a. And tell me about the Formoterol,
that's just one I'm not familiar with?

A. It's like Albuterol.

0. Is it similar to Albuterol?
A. Yes, ifs a liquid just like it. You

take them at the same time. You take one, then
Stratos Legal Services
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1 container, you inhale it once a day.
2 Q. Okay. So you take the Spiriva once a
3 day?
4 A. Yeah.
5 Q. You do it in the moming?
6 A. Yeah.
7 Q. Okay.
8 A. And then I'm also on prednisone.
9 That's 20 milligrams a day.
0 Q. So you take the -1 MR. NOLEN:
2 lohn, he's listed those out for
3 you on lnterrogatory No. 3. I see you
4 writing each one down.
5 MR. MURRILL:
6 Okay. Thankyou.
7 MR. NOLEN:
B Although I did notice that one of
9 them was missing.
O TFIE WITNESS:
1 Probably the last two. And I
2 have another one, it's a new capsule I
3 have to take, if I can think of the
4 name of it.
5 EXAMINATION BY MR. MI]RNLL:

Stratos Legal Services
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you take the other one or you can mix them and
take them.

a. So is it a pill?
A. No, it's liquid.

a. Ifs a liquid?
A. You take it with the breathing

machine.

a. Okay. Do you have a nebulizer at
home?

A. Yes.

a. Do you use the Formoterol in the
nebulizer?

A. Yes. Albuterol, also.

a. Okay. And it lootr<s like from your
discovery answers that you use your nebulizer
four times a day?

A. Yeah. I use it more than that unless
I mix them together. It's okay to mix them
together as long as they don't foam.

a. But whether you're using a Albuterol
or Formoterol, you are using some form of
nebulized medication -

A. Yeah.

a. - at your house four times a day?
A. Every four hours when I'm awake.
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a. And then you also take prednisone on a : 1

daily basis? 2

A. Yes. 3

a. Twenty milligrams? , 4

A. Twenty. : 5

a. And is that for your breathing? , 6

A. Yes. : '1

a. Any other medications that you can 8

remernber that you take? , 9

A. Yeah. I got one more. I'm trying to 10
think of the name of it. !1

a. If you flip to page four, there's a. :72

list- 13

A. It's not on there. It's a new one. L 4

He put me on this last time I went. 15

a. Well, if you think of it, you let us L6

know. Is it an inhaled - '1"'7

A. It's a capsule. 18

a. And is it a capsule that you ingest, L9

that you swallow? 20
A. You swallow it. 2l
a. All of these medications that we've 22

discussed so far - the Spiriva, the Cornbivent, 23
the prednisone, Formoterol, Albuterol, ProAir - 2 4

are those all prescribed for you by Dr. Stogner? 25
Stratos Legal Servi-ces
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A. Quite a while.

a. Because you were seeing him at the

time of your 2001 deposition.
Were you using your nebulizer, were

you taking nebulized medications at home back in
2001 at the time of your last deposition?

A. Yeah. I was taking some, but it was

-- it wasn't -- it wasn't as often as I take it
now.

a. I just couldn't remember from your

last deposition if you were or not.

Now, I've also seen medical records

that you had a heart catheterization in 2003?

A. Yeah.

a. Does that sound right?
A. Yeah, because I was having -- I was

having chest pains and breathing problems, and I
didn't know which was which because heart and

lungs work together and I have a lot ofscar
tissue.

a What's the scar tissue from?
A. The heart attack.

a From your heart attack.

And Dr. Thad Waites is the primary
heart doctor that you see; is that correct?
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A. Yes.

a. And --
A. Sometimes between the visits to

Dr. Stogner, sometimes Dr. Holmes will write a
prescription for me.

a. Are you still seeing Dr. Kevin Holmes?
A. Yes.

a. What do you see Kevin Holmes for?
A. I see him on just a regular checkup

basis, and sometimes when I -- sometimes I even

have to see him in the emergency room.

a. Is Dr. Holmes like a family doctor?
A. He's a family doctor, yeah, and just

medical doctor. Medical doctor, M.D.
a. Do you get regular - do you have

regular checkups, regulm ofEce visits with
Holmes like you do -

A. Every three months.

a. Every three months.
And he is in Hattiesburg or Columbia?

A. Columbia. I should have wrote the
name of that other medication down, which I
didn't.

a. That's all right. You've been seeing
Dr. Holmes for a long time, haven't you?

Stratos Legal Services
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A. Yes. I was looking for a list ofmy
medications, see if I have any.

a. Do you go see Dr. Waits regularly?
A. Just on -- not every two or three

months, no, but I see him when I feel like I need
to.

a. So with Dr. Holmes and Dr. Stogner,
you have regular visits with them, correct?

A. Yeah.

a. But with Dr. Waites, you only see him
when you have a problem; is that correct?

A. When I feel like I need to see him.
Now, he also told me that if I needed to come to
the emergency room, that he would be there.

a. When was the last time that you've had
an office visit with Dr. Waites?

A. His hasn't been but just a few months
ago. He done -- let me see, what it was he did
do? Oh, he done some -- I don't know if you call
it x-rays or what you would call it, but it's
where he - it was some kind of a x-ray machine.
I don't know if it was.

a. Did they give you a CAT scan or MRI?
A. A scan, yeah. It was some kind of

scan. It wasn't an MRI. It was some kind of
Stratos Legal Services
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scan, but it showed a lot of scar tissue. And he

said that it didn't show any.other blockage other
than the stint and that blockage, and - but I do

know that I do have a blockage in my neck because

they checked it the Marion County hospital.

a. When was that, was that since your
last deposition?

A. No, I don't even know if - oh, yeah,

since the last deposition.

a. Why were you at Marion hospital in the

first place?

A. I can't remember what the visit was

for. Oh, I had went for my checkup and they
checked my blood flow in my neck. And they could
tell that there was some restriction and they
sent me to the hospital to have it checked.

a. Who was the doctor that you were

Pate 41

A. Right.

a. So if we got the records from Forrest
General, we should see all of the records for
your heart cath -

A. Yes.

a. - the multiple heart
catheterizations?

A. Yeah. They done one when they put the
stint in. They done one or two since then. I
can't remember how many they done.

a. How many stints have you had put in?
A. Just one.

a. And Dr. Waites did that?
A. Yeah.

a. And he did that at Forrest General?
A. Right.

a. Okay. Does -
A. There's something else wrong

somewhere. I don't know what it is. They ain't
found it.

a. Does Dr. Waites prescribe any
medications for you?

A. Yeah. lmdur.

a. Can you spell that for me?

A. i was looking for it. I think it's
Stratos Legal- Services

840-9'7 7-1121

1

2

r3
4

I
6
'7

8

,9
10
11
'72

1_3

14
15
L6
L"7

t8
19
20
2L
aa

23
)A

25

B seeing at Marion?
9 A. That was Dr. Holmes.

0 Q. Okay, I'm sorry. I wasn't making the
l- connection. So Dr. Holmes'office is near
2 Marion - is it Marion County hospital?
3 A. Yeah, it's Marion General.
4 Q. Marion General.
5 A. It's right across the street from it.
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a. And Marion General, is that in 1

Columbia? 2

A. Yeah. 3

a. So when you've got to see Dr. Waist or 4

Dr. Stogner, you have to go to Hattiesburg? 5

A. That's right. 6

a. But when you see Dr. Holmes, you just 1

have to go to Columbia? 8

A. Right. 9

a. You were treating with Thad Waites 10
back at the time of your -- he was helping you 11
with your heart problems back at the time of your 72
last deposition, right? 1 3

A. Yeah. 14

a. Because I had heard his name before. 15
Have you only had the one heart :L6

catheterization? L]
A. Oh, no, I've had several. 18
a. Have you had several since your last 19

deposition? 20
A. Yeah. 2I
a. And did Dr. Waites do all of them? 22
A. Yes. 23
a. And did he do them all at Forrest 24

General? 25
Stratos Legal Services
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I-m-d-u-r. I think it's a blood pressure pill
that he said to take. And I also take Lipitor.

a. Yeah, I saw that. Does Dr. Waites
prescribe your Lipitor?

A. No. I had some blood work and my
cholesterol was high, and they told - Dr. Holmes
prescribed that.

a. Okay.
A. But, now, the Imdur, Dr. Waites

prescribed it. I've got a list of my
medications, if I can frrd it.

MR. VERDIN:
I can get the keys from him?

MR. NOLEN:
Sure.

(Off-the-record discussion.)
TFIE WITNESS:

Well, if you have any questions
while I'm looking at it.

EXAMINATION BY MR. MIIRRILL:
a. Okay. Since the time of your last

deposition in -- well, I'm sorry, let me back up.

When you have the heart
catheterizations, do you have to spend the night
in the hospital?

Stratos Legal Servi-ces
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Page 49 Page 51

1 A. No. 1 Q. And what do you - do you have
2 Q. Since the time ofyour last deposition 2 problems with anxiety?
3 in 2001, have you ever had to spend the night in 3 A. Yeah.
4 the hospital other than the time you had 4 Q. Do you only take the Diazepam, the
5 pneumonia earlier this year? 5 Valium, on as as-needed basis or do you --
6 A. Yes, but I don't remember what it was ' 6 A. I usually take two a day.
7 for. I know I had to spend the night in the 7 Q. And do you know how many milligrams?
B Marion General, but now I don't remember what it 8 A. Well, it's 5 milligrams, but it's -
9 was for. I just can't remember. 9 most of the time I take two.
O Q. If it was in Marion General, do you 1O a. So they are 5 milligram tablets?
1 believe that you were hospitalized by Dr. Holmes? 11 A. Yeah, and most of the time I take two.
2 A. Yeah. 12 a. And who prescribes the Valium foryou,
3 Q. So if we got the Marion records, they 13 Holmes?
4 would presumably have something about that I4 A. Dr. Holmes.
5 hospital stay? 15 a. And in your opinion, what's the cause
6 A. I'm sure they would. 16 of your anxiety? Your medical problems? Is it
7 Q. Okay I found this list, but I still 1-1 anxiety about your health?
8 don't have the last one. But I've got also 18 A. I just don't know.
9 nitroglycerine. Does Dr. Waites prescribe your 1 9 a. Do you ever have anxiety attacks?
O glycerin? 2 0 A. At times.
1 A. Yes. 2L a. Isthereanyparticularthingthat
2 Q. Do you take it every day? 22 causes you to have anxiety attacks?
3 A. Yeah. No,uh-uh,notthat. 23 A. Idon'tknowwhatitwouldbe,butl
4 Q. Those are only when you have some kind 2 4 do have them. A lot of times I wake up at night
5 of acute episode of heart problems? 25 and that's when I'll have them.
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1 A. Yeah. And I take also Prilosec. I 1 Q. When was the last time you had an

2 have to take that because if I don't, I don't : 2 anxiety attack?
3 know if it's my heart or acid reflux. 3 A. Oh, last night for one.
4 Q. But the Prilosec is for - do you have 4 a. Was it anxiefy about having to come
5 problems with acid reflux? 5 here today?
5 A. Yes. 6 A. No, I don't guess. That's something I
7 Q. Does Holmes prescribe the Prilosec? 1 can't answer. I don't know.
I A. Yes. I Q. When you have an anxiety attack, are

9 Q. And do you only take that on an ' 9 you able to say what it is that you're anxious
0 as-needed basis? 1 0 about?

1 A. No, I take it every day. And also I 11 A. I just get nervous and jittery.
2 takeahydrocodone. 12 Q. Okay.
3 Q. What do you take the hydrocodone for. 13 A. Nervous andjittery and just don't
4 A. That's for pain and cough. 7 4 feel good.
5 Q. For pain and cough. 15 a Before this release ever occurred --
6 A. Yeah. 16 and to help you remember, the release occurred in
7 Q. What kind of pain? I mean what -- n October of '95, so that was 12 years ago. Before
8 A. Oh, pain, like I have a pinched nerve 1 8 then, did you take any regular medications?
9 in my hip. I have four bad disks in my lumbar 1 9 A. Very little. Very seldom ever went to
O section and I have both shoulders for the rotator 20 a doctor.
1 cuffs messed up. They just wore out and I have 2L a. What, have you ever seen a doctor, a

2 to take that as needed. 22 Dr. Harrington?
3 Q. Okay. 23 A. I have seen him, but it seems like it
4 A. And I also take Diazeparn, that's 2 4 was for a prostate examination.
5 Valium. 25 a. I had seen some medical records with a

Stratos Legal Services : Stratos Legal Services
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Harringlon. It looked like a treating ' I
physician's name was Harrington, that's why I ' 2

asked. . 3
A. Yeah, it was for a Prostate 4

examination, I'm PrettY sure. ' 5

a. Okay. We've talked a fair amount ' 6

about Dr. Waites, Dr. Holmes and Dr. Stogrer. 1

Are there any other doctors in the last six years 8

that you've seen regularlY? t, 9

A. I had seen a Dr. Weaver. He done a 10

prostate biopsy. 1 1

a. Weaver? 1'2

A. Yeah. I believe that's his name, 13

Dr. Weaver. t4
a. Were you diagnosed with prostate l- 5

cancer? 16

A. No. 11

a. You were havrng prostate problems, 1B

though? 1 9

A. I guess so because they wanted to do a 20

biopsy. I had a PSA test and they suggested that 2L

I have it. That's what it was. 22

a. So as the result of maybe your PSA 23

levels, they wanted to give you a prostate -- 2 4

A. Yeah. 25
Stratos LegaL Services
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ofl
A. No, I don't think so, not in the last

five - five or six years.

a. Wesley Medical Center?

A. That's Wesley Medical Center, yes.

a. That's the Methodist HosPital?

A. That used to be the Methodist
Hospital. Ifs Wesley now.

a. So they're one in the same?

A. Yes.

a. Hattiesburg Clinic, is that where

Stogner's offrce is?

A. Yes.

a. And is that also where Waites -- or is

Waites part of the Southem Heart Center?

A. It's the same building on a different

floor.
a. What doctor, if anY, treats You for

your degenerative bone disease?

A. I had seen a bone -- or bone doctor.

I'm trying to think of the name of the place.

Bone & Joint Clinic in Hattiesburg, but now I
can't remember the doctor's name.

a. Are you pretty sure the name of the

clinic was the Bone & Joint Clinic?
Stratos Legal Services
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a. Did they do a bioPsY?

A. Yeah.

a. But it came back, as far as You know,

negative?
A. Negative.

a. So back to my original question,

Holmes, Waites and Stogner, clearly you've been

seeing those guys a lot in the last six years?

A. Yeah.

a. Any other doctors that you've seen

regularly in the last six Years?

A. Not regularly, but I've seen a bunch

of doctors. Some of them were at emergency

rooms. And I couldn't no more tell you their

names than --

a I understandthat.
Hospitals, in the last six years, have

you been treated by doctors in any hospitals

other than Forrest General and Marion?

A. Maybe the Methodist HosPital in

Hattiesburg.

a. Maybe?
A. Yeah, but I don't remember what -

what year. I probably have.

a. Any other hospitals that you can think
Stratos Legal Services
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1 A. Yeah.
2 Q. How many times did You see that

3 doctor?
4 A. I've been there several times.

5 Q. Since 2001?

6 A. Now that I can't say for certain'

7 Q. Okay. And you're not sure of the

8 doctor's name?

. 9 A. I think it's Patterson.

1O a. Do you know if he's an orthopedist?

11 A. I don't know rvhat he is. He's

12 supposed to be a sPecialist.

13 a. Now Dr. Peters - excuse me, whatever

7 4 the doctor's name is that you saw at the Bone &
l" 5 Joint Clinic -'L6 A. Patterson, I believe is his name.

71 a. Patterson?

18 A. I think it's Patterson.

lg a. That doctor's never told you that any

2O of your bone disease was caused by this chemical

2L release, has he?

22 A. No. Like I said, you can mention it
23 to them and they don't want to - they don't even

2 4 want to make much comment on it.
'25 a. Did you ever say arrything to this
. Stratos Legal Services
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1 doctor at the Bone b Joint Clinic about your
2 chemical exposure?

3 A. I don't remember if I did or not. I
4 know some doctors I have mentioned it to and some

5 I haven't.

6 Q. Do you believe your bone disease is

7 related to your chemical exposure?

B A. Something caused it. It had to be.

9 Q. Do you think it was related to the

O chemical -
1 A. I believe so, because I lost 2 inches

2 in my height since then.

3 Q. You mentioned that you had eye

4 problems?

5 A. Oh, yeah, I have a cataract and

6 glaucoma. I didn't have that before.
7 Q. Do you have an ophthalmologist that

B you see?

9 A. Dr. Oscar Smith.
0 Q. Oscar?

1 A. Oscar Smith.

2 Q. Oscar Smith. Where is he?

3 A. Columbia.
4 Q. At Marion or is he -
5 A. No.

Stratos Legal Services
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A. Yeah, he prescribes them.

a. He prescribes drops for you?

A. Yeah.

a. Do you still use those drops today?
A. I don't have any right now.

a. Do you knowthe name of that
medication?

A. Not really.

a. And is it your understanding that
those drops help relieve the pressure on your
eyes?

A. Yes.

a. In the last six years, have you seen

any other eye doctors besides Oscar Smith?
A. Not in the last six years, but I have

-- I need to get these cataracts took off, but I
can't afford to.

a. Have you ever had any cataract surgery
before?

A. No. Mywifejusthadit.
a. Are you able to drive?
A. Yeah, I can drive.

a. So your vision problems don't keep you
from driving?

A. Not yet.
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a Do you see him in an offrce? 1

A. He's got an office. : 2

a. Okay. Do you know where his office 3

is? 4

A. Yeah, I know where it's at, but let me , 5

think of the street. I can't think of the 6

street, but he's listed under Dr. Oscar Smith. , 7

a. When's the last time you saw 8

Dr. Smith? ', 9

A. It's been a year or so ago, but I've 10
got to see him again because I'm getting to where 1 1

I can't see again. 12

a. Do either of your parents have any eye 1 3
disease thatyou know of? 74

A. Not that I know of. My mamma, now, 1 5
was 96, but she wore glasses. But they wasn't no 16
thic( thick glasses. She was 96 when she died. Ll

a. Have you seen Oscar since smith 2001? 18
A. Oh, yeah. Lg

a. Since 2001 have you ever had any kinds 20
oftreafinents orprocedures done on your eyes? 2I

A. No procedures, but just dilation and 22
give me drops for pressure. 23

a. Does Dr. Smith give you drops when you 24
see him there in the ofhce? 25

Stratos Legal Services
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a. Give me a ballpark idea. In the last
six years, how many times have you seen Oscar
Smith?

A. Oh, I try to see him every year. I'd
say three or four times - I'll say safely three
or four times.

a. Maybe a couple or more?
A. Yeah, it could be one or more either

way.

MR. NOLEN:
Did you say Oscar Smith?

MR. MURRILL:
Yes.

THE WITNESS:
Yes, Oscar Smith.

MR. MIIRRILL:
Off the record for a second.
(Off-the-record discussion. )

MR. MURRILL:
Back on.

EXAMINATION BY MR. MURNLL:
a. Does Dr. Smith prescribe - he writes

your eyeglass prescriptions?
A. Yeah.

a. Okay. Has Dr. Smith ever told you
Stratos Legal Services
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1 that he thought there was any connection between 1

2 yotx glaucoma or your cataracts and your chemical 2

3 exposure? 3

4 A. No. He never did say one way or the , 4

5 other, but I did mention it. They don't like to 5

6 comment. 6

7 Q. I know you talked at length in both of ' 1

B your prior depositions about the sores that you 8

9 would get inside your nose and on your head. 9

0 A. I have one right now in my nose. 10
1 Q. Well, I don't think I want to see it. 11
2 I'm not sure that would come out in the 12
3 transcript. 1 3

4 A. Well, I've had it now -- I've had one L 4

5 in there for the last two or three weeks. It's 1 5

6 right on the underside. And occasionally on my 16
7 head still. \1
I Q. Do you get them anywhere else, I mean 18
9 onotherparts ofyourbody? Like,justonyour L9
O skin? 20
1 A. Occasionally, I sometimes - I may 2L
2 have one on my leg sometimes. 22
3 Q. Do you see a doctor for that problem? 23
4 A. Now, I used to, but it goes away and 2 4

5 they will come back in a different place. 25
Stratos Legal Services
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usually give me something like antibiotic
ointment or something similar to that.

a Now, you say "They tell me what to
get," who is they?

A. The doctors.

a What doctors?
A. Dr. Holmes, Dr. -- well, that's

usually the one.

a. Okay. That's what I was getting at,

which one of the doctors. So if you've had any
conversations with the doctors about the sores in
the last six years, it probably would have been

with Dr. Holmes?

A. Yeah, either that or an emergency room
doctor. Sometimes I'll mention it if I happen to
have one when I go in.

a. Have you ever -- before the release,

before the chemical release ever happened, before
1995, have you ever had to see a dermatologist
for any reason?

A. No.

a Had you ever had any problems with any
skin conditions?

A. Not that I can recall.

a. Had you ever complained to any doctors
Stratos Legal Services
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a. Has any doctor ever diagnosed that , f
condition, told you what the name of that medical 2

condition is? , 3

A. No. They - Dr. Evans just gave me ' 4

some cream to put on it and it would help it. 5

And I used that for a long time. I don't even 6

remember what it was. 1

a. Have you ever talked about these sores 8

with any doctor other than Dr. Evans? 9

A. I'm sure I've shown them to them. But 10
what I usually do is, I'll get them to give me 11
some antibiotics, and that will help clear them L2
up. But then they'll eventually come back. 13

a. So when you have these sores, the L 4

doctors will treat them with antibiotics? 15
A. A lot of times, yeah. a6

a. As though there's an infection? I1
A. Like that, yeah. And clears it up. 18

Either that or they give me some kind of cream. 79

a. What other doctors -- and again, in 20
the last six years - has any doctor given you 2I
any medication of any kind in the last six years 22
for these sores? 23

A. Theyjusttellmewhattoget. They 24
don't usually write a prescription on that. They 25

Stratos Legal Services
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about any skin problems before the release?

A. I very seldom ever seen a doctor.

a. Had you ever discussed any skin
problems with a doctor before 1995?

A. No, not that I can recall.

a. What -- is Dr. Holmes the doctor who
feats you for your psoriasis?

A. He don't treat me for psoriasis. I
use -- I tried everything that could be thought
of, and I finally -- someone told me, and I can't
even think of the name of it. it's a certain type
of shampoo that kind ofkeeps it down. And you
can put it on your arms or yow head or anywhere.
And it's kind of expensive, but it's good.

a. How do you know you have psoriasis?
A. Because my hair - people that cuts my

hair says that's what it is.

a. Soyourbarbertoldyouyouhad
psoriasis?

A. Yeah.

a. Has any doctor --
A. Now, my daddy gets psoriasis on his

elbows, too.

a. Has any doctor ever told you:
Mr. Stringer, you have psoriasis?

Stratos Legal Servj-ces
800-9'77-rt2-1
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1 A. I can't say for sure.
2 Q. Okay. What kind of cream - you said
3 there was some kind of cream you could get that
4 was expensive. What kind of cream is that?
5 A. No, that wasn't a crear& that was a
5 shampoo.
7 Q. Oh, okay, a shampoo?
8 A. Yeah.
9 Q. Like a medicated shampoo?
0 A. Yeah. And I can't recall the name of
1 it right now, but any other time I could. But I
2 just can't think of the name of it.
3 Q. Who is Dr. Herbert Ichinose inNew
4 Orleans? And looh I'11show you. There's his
5 name right there (indicating).
6 A. I couldn't tell you if my life
7 dependedon it.
8 Q. Okay. It just doesn't ring any bells?
9 A. (The witness shakes head.)
0 Q. Have you ever had to go see doctors in
1 New Orleans?
2 A. I've seen Dr. Evans in New Orleans.
3 Q. When you would go see Dr. Evans, you
4 would see him in New Orleans?
5 A. Yeah.

Stratos Legal Services
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They took pictures of it, somebody did, that come

back there.

a. Other than -- you may have said this,
I'm sorry. Other than Dr. Evans, have you ever
gone to see any doctors in New Orleans?

A. No. No. Dr. Evans was the only one
in New Orleans. Now, let's see, the only thing I
- the only doctor that I went to see in New
Orleans, and I don't even remember when that was,

I had a colonoscopy at Ochsner.

a Was that before or after 2001?

A. That I can't remember.

a whv-
A. It might have been before.

a. Why did you have a colonoscopy?
A. Somebody told me - one of the doctors

told me to, was all.

a. Were you having any kinds of abdominal
problems?

A. Well, I have had that before because

when you have -- when your heart bothers you, a

lot of times your stomach will bother you.

a. Do you have -- is there any
gastroenterologist doctor that you treat with?

A. No. But I hadn't had any more
Stratos Legal Services
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1 Q. But that was before 2001, correct?
2 A. Yeah.

3 Q. Have you seen Dr. Evans since 2001?
4 A. No.
5 Q. Did the cream that Dr. Evans would
6 give you for your sores help?
1 A. Yeah, it would help. Eventually
B they'd come back.

9 Q. Do you know the name of that cream?
0 A. No, I don't.

1 Q. Have you, if it was working, why did
2 you stop seeing Dr. Evans?
3 A. Because he had - I was seeing him
4 when he was in Bogalusa. And New Orleans is a
5 little bit too far for me to go.

6 Q. Did you ever ask him what the name of
1 that cream was so that you could maybe get Holmes
B to prescribe it foryou?
9 A. I had it and what I done, I had a
0 garbage bag. And all the empties and the
1 leftover medications, I had it in that garbage

2 bag and I throwed it in my shed. And I don't
3 know what happened to it. It had that much in it
4 (indicating). A big 3O-gallon garbage bag high
5 full of bottles and boxes and stuff like that.

Stratos Legal Services
BO0-9'7 t-rt21

D--^ 68

problems with it.

a. What do you do - I'm switching gears

on you now. I've been asking you a lot of
questions about your medicines. And I'm almost
through, but I'm going to switch gears now.
What's your typical day? What do you do during
the day?

A. Ain't too much I can do. I can pick
up that chair and walk across the room and come
back and sit down, and I probably couldn't hardly
talk to you. I'm almost a couch potato.

a. Have you ever -- I know you've said

that there was the occasion when you went to the

hospital emergency room and they gave you oxygen
and breathing treatments. Has any doctor ever
placed you on home oxygen?

A. No. I told them I didn't want it
unless I have to have it. But, now, Im going to
tell you, if I'm just sitting around, my oxygen

levels will run 96, 98 percent. But if I get up
and do anyhing, it goes to dropping.

a. Before 1995, before this chemical
release happened, had you ever had problems with
shortness ofbreath?

A. No-
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I Q. Never?
2 A. Uh-uh. Iusedtojog. Iusedtojog
3 around my drivejust for exercise, and after that
4 I had to quit.
5 Q. Before you moved to 2928 Highway 35 in
6 Foxworth, where did you live?
1 A. 146 St. Amold Road" Sandy Hook.
I Q. Sandy Hook. How big is the piece of
9 property that you live on today?
0 A. We have - we had four acres there and
1 we let a nephew had one, but it's still the same

2 four acres.

3 Q. Who cuts it?
4 A. Oh, it ain't cut. My son cuts the

5 grass ormygrandson.
6 Q. When you lived in Sandy Hook, how big
7 a piece of property was it?
8 A. That's when we had - we only had one
9 acre there, I believe.
0 Q. And you lived in Sandy Hook back at
1 the time of the release or maybe -
2 A. Yeah.
3 Q. And who cut that yard?
4 A. My son cut it.
5 Q. Before the chemical release, did you

Stratos Legal Services
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ofbreath.

a. Have you done any traveling in the
last six years?

A. No, I haven't had a vacation or -- the
only traveling I do is to go to town and back or
go to the store and back, the post office. We
used to do a lot oftraveling, though, to the
coast and here and there. In'93 I believe is
the last vacation we really took.

a. '93 was the last vacation you took?
A. I think so.

MR. MURRILL:
Mr. Stringer, I believe that's

all the questions I have for you,
thank you.

(Conclusion of Deposition at 10:24 a.m.)
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1 ever cut the yard?

2 A. Well, yeah, I used to cut it all the

3 time. I used to use a push mower to cut it
4 before.

5 Q. Before 1995 did you ever have any
6 problems - did you ever have any problems with
'7 the energy or strength to cut your yard?

I A. No. No, and I used to do -- I used to
9 go wide open from one commercial drop to another
O doing ceramic worlg and now I can't do nothing.
1 Q. The last six years, do you have any
2 hobbies that you do?

3 A. I used to love to hunt and fish, and I
4 ain't been hunting or fishing in about seven

5 years.

6 Q. Have you done any -- I'm sorry, go
'7 ahead.
B A. I've tried, but I just can't do it.
9 Last time I tried to go fishing, I went to my
0 brother's camp and it's just about -- those

1 camps, there's a place to fish that's about like
2 from here to that pavement right out there. And
3 when I started walking back, I had to stop

4 halfuay and rest before I could get back to my
5 vehicle. It wasn't that I was tired, I was out
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WITNESS'CERTIFICATE

I, JERRY WILSON STRINGER, thc
undersigned, do hereby certify that I have read
the foregoing deposition and it contains a true
and correct transcript of the testimony given by
me.

( ) Without corrections
( ) With corrections as reflected on the

Transcript Amendment Sheet(s) prepared

by me and made a part hereof.

JERRYWILSON STRINGER

Date
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CERTIFICATE

I, Carrie H. Landry, Certified Court
Reporter, in and for the State of Louisian4 as

the officer before whom this testimony was taken,
do hereby certify that JERRY WILSON STRINGE&
after having been duly sworn by me upon authority
of R.S. 37:2554, did testify as hereinbefore set

forth;
That the testimony was reported by me

in the stenotype reporting method, was prepared

and transcribed by me or under my personal

direction and supervision, and is a true and
correct transcript, to the best ofmy ability and

understanding;
That I am not related to counsel or the

parties herein, nor am I otherwise interested in
the outcome ofthis matter.

CanieH. Landry
Certified Court Reporter
State of Louisiana (No. 87137)
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